Greenhouses  and  Pesticides 


The  enclosed  nature  of  a  greenhouse  creates  specific  challenges  in  storing,  handling 
and  applying  pesticides  in  a  manner  that  is  safe  for  people  and  the  environment. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Environment  is  responsible  for  managing  pesticides  to  protect  human 
health  and  the  environment.  This  includes  the  sale,  use,  storage,  transportation  and 
disposal  of  federally  registered  pesticides.  In  addition,  the  ministry  approves  the  course 
requirements  for  the  Grower  Pesticide  Safety  Course  administered  by  the  Ontario 
Pesticide  Education  Program. 

This  fact  sheet  provides  greenhouse  operators  with  important  information  on  how  to 
comply  with  Ontario's  pesticide  legislation. 


Pesticide  Classification 

A  pesticide  product  must  be  registered  by  Health  Canada's  Pest  Management 
Regulatory  Agency  and  classified  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment  for  legal  sale  and 
use  in  Ontario. 

Ontario  has  established  a  pesticide  classification  system  consisting  of  11  classes  under 
provincial  legislation  (Pesticides  Act  and  Ontario  Regulation  63/09). The  class  of  a 
pesticide  determines  storage  and  handling  requirements  and  restricts  the  sale  and  use 
of  more  hazardous  products  only  to  persons  who  are  trained  to  handle  and  use  them. 
Information  on  pesticide  classification  can  be  found  on  the  ministry's  website  located  at: 
www.ontario.ca/pesticideban.  It  is  important  to  note  that  the  class  does  not  appear  on 
the  pesticide  label.  The  pesticide  class  can  be  found  on  a  searchable  database  available 
on  the  ministry's  website  at  http://app.ene.qov.on.ca/pepsis. 


Certification  and  Licensing 

A  farmer  that  holds  a  Grower  Pesticide  Safety  Certificate  (GPSC)  is  authorized  to  use 
class  2  and  3  pesticides  on  their  farm,  including  the  use  of  pesticides  in  their 
greenhouse. 

A  person  that  holds  a  Greenhouse  Interior  Plant  Exterminator  license  is  authorized  to 
use  pesticides  inside  the  greenhouse  or  in  the  area  immediately  surrounding  the 
greenhouse;  this  may  be  done  to  exterminate  pests  that  affect  the  greenhouse  crop  (by 
their  presence  or  potential  entry  into  the  greenhouse). 

This  Exterminator  license  does  not  authorize  the  use  of  fumigant  gases,  chloropicrin  or 
termiticides. 
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Farmers  do  not  require  a  Grower  Pesticide  Safety  Certificate  or  a  license  to  use  class 
4,  5,  6  or  7  pesticides  (see  the  following  chart). 


Pesticide  Class 

Who  can  use  it 

Class  2 

■  A  Certified  Farmer  or 

■  A  Greenhouse/Interior  Plant  Licensed  Exterminator  or 

■  An  assistant  farmer  under  supervision^ 

Class  3 

■  A  Certified  Farmer  or 

■  A  Greenhouse/Interior  Plant  Licensed  exterminator  or 

■  A  Trainee  or  technician  under  supervision  (some 
restrictions  apply*^)  or 

■  An  assistant  farmer  under  supervision^ 

Class  4 

■  A  Certified  Farmer  or 

■  A  Greenhouse/Interior  Plant  Licensed  Exterminator  or 

■  A  Trainee  or  technician  under  supervision  (some 
restrictions  apply*^ )  or 

■  An  assistant  farmer  under  supervision^  or 

■  A  Farmer  who  is  not  certified 

Class  5 

■     Any  full  time  employee  working  at  the  greenhouse 

Class  6 
Class  7 

■     Certification  or  license  is  not  required 
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An  assistant  farmer  is  a  farmer  who  has  received  pesticide  safety  training  either  by 
a  certified  on-farm  instructor  or  by  attending  the  grower  pesticide  safety  course 
(without  completing  the  exam).  An  assistant  farmer  may  not  use  Class  2 
suspension-in-air  pesticide  products  in  a  greenhouse  or  any  Class  2  pesticides  that 
are  fumigant  gases. 

A  technician  must  be  in  the  presence  of  a  supervising  licensed  exterminator  when 
using  a  class  3  avicide,  rodenticide,  fumigant,  or  suspension-in-air.  A  trainee  must 
be  in  the  presence  of  a  licensed  exterminator  at  all  times  when  using  pesticides. 


For  more  information  on  pesticide  use,  see  your  Grower  Pesticide  Safety  Course  Manual 
or  exterminator  license  module  or  visit  the  Ontario  Pesticide  Education  Program  at 
http://www.opep.ca/GrowerTraining/GrowerTraining.htm. 


For  information  on  how  to  obtain  a  Grower  Pesticide  Safety  Certificate  or  exterminators' 
license  visit  the  Ontario  Pesticide  Education  Program  at  www.opep.ca 


Posting  Requirements 

When  using  a  class  2  or  3 

■  suspension  in  air,  or 

■  fumigant  that  is  not  a  fumigant  gas. 

Sign  B  must  be  posted  on  the  outside  of  all  doors  that  lead  into  the 
building.   Details  regarding  Sign  B  can  be  found  at 
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/environment/en/resources/STDPROD  079997 
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storage  Requirements 

Pesticides  must  be  stored  under  safe  conditions  to  protect  inuman  iieaitin  and  tine 
environment.  Tine  minimum  requirements  for  storage  of  all  pesticides  include: 

■  no  impairments  to  health  and  safety 

■  no  contact  with  food  and  drink 

■  warning  signs  posted  on  doors 

■  emergency  telephone  numbers  posted. 

Depending  on  the  pesticides  classification,  additional  safety  precautions  will  be  required. 
For  more  information  on  these  additional  requirements  see  your  Grower  Pesticide  Safety 
Course  Manual  or  exterminator  license  module  or  visit  the  Ontario  Pesticide  Education 
Program,  "How  to  Store  Pesticides  Safely"  section  at  http://www.opep.ca/On- 
Line%20Tool/default.htm#Grower 


Disposal 

1.  Disposal  of  obsolete,  expired,  non-registered  or  unwanted  pesticides 

■  Products  that  were  not  registered  federally  or  are  no  longer  federally  registered 
and/or  provincially  classified  cannot  be  used  and  must  be  disposed  of 
appropriately.  These  and  other  obsolete  or  unwanted  pesticides  must  be 
disposed  of  in  accordance  with  waste  disposal  regulations.  Questions  regarding 
the  proper  disposal  or  other  options  available  to  dispose  of  pesticide  waste  can 
be  directed  to  your  Regional  Pesticide  Specialist  (see  listing  below). 

2.  Disposal  of  empty  pesticide  containers 

■  Recycle  triple  rinsed  pesticide  containers  at  the  nearest  empty  pesticide 
container  recycling  depot;  a  list  is  available  at  http://www.cleanfarms.ca. 


Quicl<Tips 

Keep  detailed  pesticide  application  logs 

>    Ensure  respirators  are  sealed  from  exposure  to  air  and  are  not  stored  in 
pesticide  storage  areas 
Create  a  spill  response  plan  so  that  everyone  knows  their  role  in  the  event  of  a 
significant  spill. 

Keep  absorptive  material  near  pesticide  storage  areas  to  deal  with  any  minor  liquid 
spills. 

Ensure  that  everyone  who  uses  pesticides  receives  training  in  both  pesticide  safety 
and  practical  application  skills. 

Mixing  pesticides  and  loading  the  application  equipment  should  be  done  in  a 
dedicated  area. 
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Ministry  of  the  Environment 

For  General  Information  about  the 
Permit  to  Take  Water  Program 

Tel:  416-325-4000  or  1-800-565-4923 

Northern  Regional  Office  (Thunder  Bay) 
Tel:  807-475-1205  or  1-800-875-7772 

Central  Region  Office  (North  York) 
Tel:  416-326-6700  or  1-800-810-8048 

Southwestern  Regional  Office  (London) 
Tel:  519-873-5000  or  1-800-265-7672 

Eastern  Regional  Office  (Kingston) 
Tel:  613-549-4000  or  1-800-267-0974 

West  Central  Regional  Office  (Hamilton) 
Tel:  (905)  521-7640  or  1-800-668-4557 

Pesticide  Licensing  and  Certification 

Ontario  Pesticide  Education  Program 

University  of  Guelph  -  Ridgetown 

http://www.opep.ca 

Grower  Pesticide  Safety  Course 
Certification 

1-800-652-8573 

Exterminators  License  Applications 

1-888-620-9999  or  519-674-1575 

This  fact  sheet  is  for  information  purposes.  If  there  is  a  discrepancy  between  this  fact 
sheet  and  the  legislation,  the  legislation  prevails. 

Aussi  disponible  en  frangais. 
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